SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING,  SURAT                       327
We should consider, before everything else, what comes first
in satyagraha. Till we have thought this out and acted on it,
disobeying laws will take us nowhere. The first thing, then, is to
employ nothing but truth in any agitation we may carry on to
secure permanent repeal of this Act, and the second thing is to
refrain from injuring anyone in person or property. It seems to
me that even satyagrahis have not followed these two things scrupu-
lously. I am sure that, if the more than 2,000 satyagrahis in the
different parts of India had loyally carried out the Pledge, the
things that happened would not have happened. Their satyagraha
would have had such an effect on the whole of India that the people
would have understood its meaning quite well. I admit, at the
same time, that it is difficult to practise such satyagraha. To re-
frain from injuring anyone means that even in our mind we should
have no feeling of hostility against anyone. This requires tapas-
charya1. It is, then, of the very essence of satyagraha that, even while
we resist oppression uncompromisingly, we may harbour no desire
for revenge against the oppressor. It is the weak in the world
who seek revenge. The strong can master the desire. Strength
does not mean physical strength. He is a strong man or she a strong
woman who knows how to die. So it all comes to this, that, cling-
ing to truth, we should lay down our lives, unafraid, and even at
the moment of death feel no desire for revenge or no anger against
the person whom we oppose with satyagraha.
In regard to the second pledge which has been placed before
the people in connection with satyagraha, we have been asking
them to sign it and to be faithful to the spirit of satyagraha while
it is going on. 'The people may, if they choose, dishonour the
Pledge, but the satyagrahi will not, at that time, declare his
bankruptcy. His resources are inexhaustible. His effort ceases
only with his death. When, however, the people are in no mood
to follow this line, we must think of other methods, I do not like
processions. They do not at all make me happy. But, apart
from whether I like processions or not, the sort of procession you
had today bespoke the people's feelings, their unthinking love as
also their support for satyagraha. If the people so often give evi-
dence that they are on the side of satyagraha, one is entitled to
hope that, while it is going on, they will not indulge in violence.
If they cannot refrain from doing so,they should leave the satyagrahis
and me alone* Even then, satyagraha will not stop. When the
people thus support satyagraha [in the right manner] or leave it
1 Self-suffering as. moral discipline